THE  EMPEROR  WILLIAM  I

Our relations and my attachment to him were in prin-
ciple based on the fact that I was by conviction a royalist ;
but the special form which it took is only possible by the
exercise of a certain reciprocity of good-will between mas-
ter and servant, just as our feudal law assumed ' loyalty'
on both sides. Relations like those in which I stood to
the Emperor William are not exclusively of a political or
feudal nature; they are personal and they must be won by
the master as well as the servant if they are to be effec-
tive ; they are easily transferred to one generation rather
personally than logically, but to give them a permanent
character and require them as a matter of principle an-
swers more to the feelings and character of the Romance
than of the German races ! We cannot transfer the Portu-
guese porteur du coton into German ideas.

Certain characteristics of the Emperor will be more
clearly seen in the following letters than in any descrip-
tion:

1 Berlin: Jan. 13, 1870.

* Unfortunately I have always forgotten to give you
the medal of victory, which really ought to have been in
your hands first, and so I send it to you now as a seal of

your historical achievements.

* Yours,

' WILLIAM. '

On the same day I wrote to the Emperor:
' I present to your Majesty my humble duty, and offer my
heartfelt thanks for your gracious presentation of the medal,
and for the honourable place which your Majesty has been
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